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We need the Spirit to as ever before! 
 

I was ordained to the Roman Catholic priesthood 47 years ago on May 24th, 
1969 in and for the Diocese of Orlando, Florida. Carey Landry, a friend from 
my seminary, Theological College in Washington, came to Florida with some 
of my friends and led the music with the song that he composed and that was 
all the rage in those early years of “folk” liturgical music and we all belted out  

. . . . 
“The Spirit is a-movin’ all over, all over this land!   

And he did the same in my home parish a day later 75 
miles southwest at St. John’s Parish on St. Pete Beach.  
That was the first time most of the folks had heard 
anything more than organ music. 
Now I must admit that “The Spirit is a-movin’” 
hasn’t turned out to be one of the greatest songs 
in our liturgical quiver, but it’s still in most of our 
hymnals.  I’m using it here for effect. 
 
We need for the Spirit to be a-movin’ all over this 
land!  We really, really do!  

Coming up on 120 days into this administration of all 
three branches of government, there is still an awful 
lot of polarization in our society. Pentecost would be a 
good time for us to take a good look—a hopeful 
look—at what could happen if we only allowed the 
Holy Spirit to work the Spirit’s wonderful power to renew and heal and to 
surprise us with astonishing new possibilities for coming together. 
First of all, what happened on that Pentecost Square shortly after Jesus 
ascended to his Father’s side in heaven was the direct opposite of what 
happened at Babel.   

Remember that story? It appears in the list of readings for the Mass for the 
Vigil of Pentecost. It’s from the Book of Genesis (11: 1-9). 
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The whole world spoke the same words. [...] Come, let us build a city 
and a tower with its top in the sky, and so make a name for ourselves, 
otherwise we will be scattered over the earth. 

The Lord came down and was displeased with them and  “confused their 
language so that one would not understand what another says.” And so they 
were scattered all over the earth. “And that is why it was called Babel.” 

At Pentecost, people of many nations and languages understood what Peter 
proclaimed. 

When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all in one place 
together. 
And suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, 
and it filled the entire house in which they were.  
There appeared tongues of fire, which parted and came to rest on each one 
of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim. 
 
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven staying in 
Jerusalem. 
At this sound, they gathered in a large crowd, but they were confused 
because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 
 
They were astounded, and in amazement they asked, “Are not all these 
people who are speaking Galileans? Then how does each of us hear them 
in his native language? 
Yet we hear them speaking in our own tongues of the mighty acts of God.” 

Community began to 
happen again! 
There’s a message in 
Pentecost for America right 
there! The Holy Spirit is a 
Spirit of unity! The Spirit 
breaks down divisions and 
hostile powers!  Allows 
people to hear and understand 
one another. 

Let’s get the Spirit be a-
movin’ all over this 
land! 
~ In the Chambers of the 
House 
           ~ In the Halls of the Senate 
~ At 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
                 ~ In Mar-a-Lago 
~ In Janesville, Wisconsin  
        ~ Along the US—Mexican border 
~ In Boston Harbor and San Diego 
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           ~ In Miami and Seattle too 
~ Among people of every creed or color 
 

But what—who is this Spirit? And what can this Spirit do for you and 
me and our country or our world?   

Allow me to offer you a refresher of what the Spirit of God can and will do 
for us . . .  

The Christian religion is different from the other world religions in that it 
sees God is intrinsically relational. Other world religions see God in 
relationship with creation and of course, with humanity.  But as the Bette 
Midler song suggests, there’s no personal relationship there: “God is watching 
us—from a distance.” 
The all-embracing love of the Father and the Son and the Spirit sustains us in 
existence.  We are drawn into the dynamism, exuberance and power of that 
love.   

In God, as Richard Rohr shows us “everything belongs. God splashes [his] 
love on us all with such abundance and exuberance that we’ve discovered that 
within one galaxy there are billions of suns! You and me included! 
The Holy Trinity ought to be for a Christian the foundation for a whole new 
way of being!  But we have made the Holy Trinity into a dry, boring doctrine 
that we dismiss as beyond our comprehension and therefore, irrelevant to our 
lives.    

William Young’s book The Shack brings the doctrine of the Trinity—the very 
foundation of Christianity—to life in a clever, imaginative description of how 
three persons in one God might interact with each other and with us.  It reveals 
a God who is so easy, relaxed and delightful in God’s self that we are eager to 
be caught up and sustained in that delight and love. [The image on the 
previous page by the way, I took of the large painting in the refectory of the 
Christ in the Desert Monastery in Abiqui, NM. It’s a copy of the famous 
Rublev ikon.]  

Sadly, however, so many of us Christians—Catholic or Protestant—relate to 
God as if he is eager to trip us up and send us to hell!  If that is what we 
believe, we’re not going to be very interested in relating to him, are we? We’ll 
want to stay away as far as possible; to relegate God to the periphery of our 
lives. 
The revolutionary notion of Christianity is that we are the “Thou” to whom 
God relates!  We are not just part of God as Eastern religions view the 
divine. We are co-creators of our world.  For me the Father, my elder Brother 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit are even more real and involved with me than my 
neighbor Loreto who my dog Shoney and I visit when we walk in the evening 
as we watch the sun setting. 
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Ente r  the  Holy  Spi r i t  who turns it all upside down and inside out!  
After Jesus left the disciples and ascended into heaven, they were cowering 
behind locked doors, despondent, worried, fearful, bewildered, devastated. 

Jesus’ disciples locked themselves in because they lost their leader, because 
they were still mourning his loss, even though they had seen him alive after 
his Resurrection, and received their commission, because they were afraid of 
being seized by the authorities, and because they lacked confidence in 
themselves.  
But as we’ve shown . . . Suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a 
strong driving wind . . . . . Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire, 
which parted and came to rest on each one of them. 

And their lives were changed forever. They became strong in the Spirit.  And 
became courageous even unto death.  They spread the Good News 
everywhere. And the Church was born. And you and I are here because of 
what they founded. 

The Spirit of God is still dramatically transforming people.  When I became 
a priest 47 years ago the church was far different than it is today.  There was 
lots of joy and excitement and enthusiasm.  As a priest I was encouraged to 
discover and develop my gifts for ministry and to help people do the same. 
Bishop William Donald Borders ordained me in 1969 for the Diocese of 

Orlando and instilled in me a sense of personal 
responsibility and confidently shared some of his 
authority as a priest and diocesan liturgist. 

We need that kind of personal responsibility for 
the gifts of the Spirit today.  But in America, 
many of us seem to have lost faith that the Holy 
Spirit can and will direct us for good as Jesus told 
us as “the wind that blows where it wills . . . though 
you do not know where it comes from or where it 
goes; so it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit” (John3:8)   

But in the Church, Pope Francis is affording us new 
hope! 

The Splendor of the Spirit is to encourage gifts.  To 
invite risk.  To reach out beyond safe boundaries.  To 
make connections.  To unite.  To celebrate diversity. 

The story of Pentecost states that the Spirit of God is uncontrollable. It comes 
as a “strong driving wind’ and “tongues [on] fire! Or in “Trekkie” language, 
to go “where no one has gone before.” 

The greatest saints did just that!  
~ Catherine of Siena  (a lay Dominican tertiary!)  chastised the pope  

~ Francis Xavier undauntedly stepped off the boat in Japan into a culture very 
foreign to him~ a peasant girl named Joan rallied the French army to victory 
and was burned at the stake because of it 
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~ Katharine Drexel stepped beyond boundaries to treat Blacks and Native 
Americans as persons 

~ and a supposed “care-taker pope” John XXIII shocked everyone by calling a 
solemn Council of the Church. 

They improvised!  They pushed the boundaries of the established ways of 
doing things!  They were not afraid to do things differently.  They were 
bold in the confidence they received from the Spirit of God—just like at 
Pentecost.  They were the innovators, the Reformers.  The ones who led and 
changed the Church.  They listened to the Holy Spirit who prompted / 
disturbed / prodded / led them / inspired them / and became their “Defense 
Attorney” or Advocate, i.e. “Paraclete”—in Greek.   They simply learned to 
trust  that they were in tune with God from moment to moment who would 
guide them in what to say and do at the appropriate time. 
Thus, I believe it is a sin to demand absolute obedience of mind and will for 
bishops and priests and people (or public servants) who have also been given 
their share of the Spirit.  The Nuremberg trials condemned men who excused 
themselves by saying they were only following orders.  Responsible 
authority calls us to use the gifts of intelligence and courage and pastoral 
conviction for the sake of one’s people no matter what the cost.  If that 
means risking ridicule or criticism for taking an unpopular stance, then fidelity 
to the gospel demands it! 
And that brings me back to Carey Landry’s Song . .  . 

“The Spirit is a-movin’ all over, all over this land.” 
We have a lot of work to do—all of us in America today, to bring us together 
as one Nation—under God. We are, indeed, a nation of immigrants. My father 
and grandfather were immigrants—hard-working people. I do not understand 
how we can forget that and do not want to continue that great tradition!  Why 
do we want to disparage people who are different from us!   

The Holy Spirit is about building community.  About splashing gifts on all 
and allowing everyone their place in the sun!   

But as I say, we have work to do! There are far too many who don’t want this 
too happen. Who are out for No.1 For building their own Ivory Towers. For 
Babel. Protecting their hedge funds and stock bonuses. For saving their skin to 
just win the next election. 

Now it’s our turn, dear friends! 
It’s our turn to be Co-creators with God! 

It’s our turn tor renew the face of the Earth! 
It’s our turn to see that the Spirit is movin’ all over this land! 

Sing it Loud! 
Sing it Strong! 

            All over this Land! 
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In summary then, I invite you to be a co-creator with the Splendiferous Spirit 
of God of your world and relationships.  You and the Spirit of God together 
can and will do things for God, our country and the world that will be beyond 
your imaginings.   

Have confidence in your gifts; recognize them and take the opportunity to 
refine and develop them.  At every moment tune in to God’s spirit for 
inspiration, encouragement, guidance and strength. Yes, it will cost you 
something.  But you will gain your soul, your authentic Self. 

 
Come Holy  Spi r i t ,  

f i l l  the  hear t s  of  your  fai thfu l ,  
and enkindle  in  them 
the  f i re  of  your  l ove .  

 
Send fo r th  your  Spi r i t  

and they  sha l l  be  c rea ted .  
and You sha l l  r enew the  face  of  

the  ea r th !  
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